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My Way of Life
Text by Ryuichi Tamura (in English,
translated by Yasunari Takahashi)

Baritone

| was once asked to write about “my
way of life."The expression puzzled me.
| suppose a cat has its way of life, and a
dog must have its own. So | composed
the following poem.

Chorus

I like a tree because it is mute.

| like a tree because it doesn't walk or
run around.

I like a tree because it doesn't yell about
love or justice.

Is this true?
Is it really so?

Baritone

To a discerning eye,

A tree is whispering—in its calm,
soothing voice.

A tree is walking—towards the sky.

A tree is running as swiftly as
lightening—into the earth.

True, a tree doesn't yell, yet
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Love itself, Otherwise, why would birds
come flying

To perch on its branches?

It's justice itself.

Otherwise, why would its roots suck up
subterranean water

To return it into the air?

Chorus

Green sapling.

Gnarled old tree.

No two trees are the same.
No two trees are awake

In the selfsame starlight.

Tree,
I love you deeply.

Baritone

A human being has its own way of life,
which is usually referred to as “his or
her style”.

Now let me give you some tips on my
way of life.

Sleep soundly.

Go on long walks.

Daydream. (Let’s subside gracefully into
senility.)

Chorus

Starlight.

Wild flower.

Surging horizon where sea meets sky.
Inverted horizon where earth meets sky.
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Beneath a hat, a face.
Beyond the open door, a figure.

The mark of a bird’s wing
Etched in the snow.

The footprints of a small animal.
The speed of the setting sun.
The misty moon in spring.

Baritone

“It is not time that passes on
But ourselves. We pass on”.
So

| once wrote.

I have seen many pass on.

| too

Will pass on some day.

Chorus

One sees with a pair of eyes.
Whatever

Have they witnessed?

Baritone & Chorus
“Time” is all they have witnessed.
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Stabat Mater dolorosa
juxta Crucem lacrimosa,
dum pendebat Flius.

I

Cuius animam gementem,
contristatam ac dolentem
pertransivit gladius.

I

O quam tristis et afflicta
fuitilla benedicta,
Mater Unigeniti!

\Y,

Quae moerebat et dolebat
et tremebat dum videbat
Nati poenas inclyti.

V

Quis est homo qui non fleret
Matrem Christi si videret

in tanto supplicio?

Quis non posset contristari
Matrem Christi contemplari,
dolentem cum Flio?

Pro peccatis suae gentis
vidit Jesum in tormentis

et flagellis subditum.

VI
Vidit suum dulcem Natum
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desolatum morientem
dum emisit spiritum.

Vil

Eja Mater fons amoris,
me sentire vim doloris,
fac, ut tecum lugeam.

Vil

Fac, ut ardeat cor meum

in amando Christum Deum,
ut sibi complaceam.

IX

Sancta Mater, istud agas
Crucifixi fige plagas
cordi meo valide.

Tui nati vulnerati

tam dignati pro me pati
poenas mecum divide.
Fac me tecum pie flere,
Crucifixo condolere,
donec ego vixero.

Juxta crucem tecum stare
te libenter sociare

in planctu desidero.
Virgo virginum praeclara,
mihi jam non sis amara,
fac me tecum plangere.

X

Fac ut portem Christi mortem,
passionis fac consortem

et plagas recolere.
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Fac me plagis vulnerari
cruce hac inebriari,
ob amorem Flii.

Xl

inflammatus et accensus
per te, Virgo, sim defensus
in die judicii.

Christe, cum sit hinc exire,
da per matrem me venire
ad palmam victorae.

Xl

Quando corpus morietur,
fac ut animae donetur
paradisi gloria.

Amen.
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